MINUTES OF
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 4, 2014
Call to Order - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:32 P.M. and conducted the pledge of allegiance.
ROLL CALL


Council Members:  Garcia, Nagy, Anderson, Oliveira, and Mayor Brazil
Staff Present: City Manager Greg Greeson, Assistant City Manager Sean Scully, Director of Public Works Kathryn Reyes, Police Chief Doug Dunford, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli and Finance Manager Jami Westervelt. 
PRESENTATIONS

1. 
Merced County Association of Governments

Lori Flanders, Public Information Officer
Lori Flanders, of Merced County Association of Governments, gave a brief presentation of the upcoming One Voice Washington D.C. trip and also advised on upcoming workshops Merced County Association of Governments would be hosting. 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Pat Borrelli, a citizen residing at 900 Bonta, advised on his attendance at the recent Central California Irrigation District meeting, and the conditions forecasted due to the drought. 
Consent Calendar
2.
Minutes of the February 18, 2014 Regular Meeting  



Recommendation: Review and approve
3.  
Warrants  



Recommendation: Review and approve


The Mayor introduced the consent calendar. There was no public comment. Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira inquired on a warrant, to which City Manager Greg Greeson responded. Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar. The motion was seconded by Council member Nagy and carried 5-0. 

Administrative Agenda

4.
Review and Consider Proposals from Sign Vendors to Construct and Install an Electronic Marquee Sign in Partnership with the Gustine Unified School District




1. Receive Staff Report




2. Receive Public Comment




3. Consider a motion to select a sign vendor and to authorize the construction and installation of an electronic marquee sign
City Manager Greg Greeson presented the staff report. Lynn Schultz, a citizen residing at 1250 North Avenue, inquired on the process timeline. City Manager Greg Greeson provided information. Melanie Gomes, Gustine Unified School Board member, advised that the school board would be voting on this item at their meeting on March 12th. There was some Council discussion. Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the three-sided sign option. The motion was seconded by Council member Anderson, and carried 5-0. City Manager Greg Greeson inquired on direction of how to proceed, should the school board approve of only the two-sided sign. Council was unanimous in authorizing City Manager Greg Greeson to proceed with whichever option was approved by the school board. 
CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Fire Chief Pat Borrelli advised that he had nothing to report.
Police Chief Doug Dunford advised that he had nothing to report. 

Gustine High School Student Representative Simranjit Kaur advised on recent and upcoming high school activities and events.  

Public Works Director Kathryn Reyes thanked everyone for assisting with the downtown tree planting. She advised on her department’s current workload. She updated on the status of hydrant and valve repairs, and on the status of the mistletoe cleanup project. Gustine resident Lynn Schultz inquired on the status of the low water level at the pond at Harry Schmidt Park, to which Public Works Director Kathryn Reyes responded. 
Assistant City Manager advised on his conversation with the owners of the building that houses the post office. He gave an update on the current ongoing mid-year budget review and building permits that he’s currently reviewing. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT
City Manager Greeson advised on the recent signing of a liquidated damages agreement with Dovalli Construction. He further advised that the Mayor would be holding a meeting next Tuesday night at 5:30pm regarding the 4th of July fireworks display in the City. 
CITY COUNCIL REPORTS
Council member Anderson advised on her delight with the recent tree planting. 
Council member Garcia advised that he had nothing to report.  
Council member Nagy complemented staff on their work on the tree planting. He advised on his attendance at the high school sports banquet. Council member Nagy advised that the dire drought conditions reported by Central California Irrigation District should be made part of the Legislative Action Day. Lastly, he suggested that Public Works look into getting a bigger lawn mower is needed for Public Works. 
Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira called for Council representation at the upcoming School Board meeting. Council member Nagy volunteered to attend. Lastly, Mayor Pro Tem advised that tickets for the Centinnial celebration are available. 

Mayor Brazil advised that he also attended the recent Central California Irrigation District meeting. 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira inquired on whether the Police Department could advertise the upcoming Mayor’s meeting on their facebook page. Judi Gandy offered to advertise the meeting on the Chamber of Commerce’s web page. 

CLOSED SESSION
5. 


PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMACE EVALUATION AND/OR POTENTIAL DISMISSAL/RELEASE. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54957(B) (1)).
Title:  City Attorney  
6. 
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54957(B) (1)).
Title:  City Attorney  
After discussion of the above items in closed session, it was reported in open session that; 

For item 5, Council decided to terminate the professional services agreement for City Attorney with Cota Cole LLP. The decision was reached unanimously, 5-0.
For item 6, Council authorized the City Manager to enter into a professional services agreement for Interim City Attorney with Best, Best Krieger, LLP. Further Council authorized the City Manager to initiate a Request for Proposal process for a new permanent City Attorney. The decision was reached unanimously, 5-0.
ADJOURNMENT
Council member Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Council member Garcia. The meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M.
ATTEST:
__________________________________
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