
 MINUTES OF
SPECIAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 25, 2018

CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Oliveira called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M., and conducted the pledge of allegiance. 

ROLL CALL						
Council Members:  Craig, Oliveira, Mayor Pro Tem Nagy and Mayor
Oliveira	
					
Staff Present: City Manager Doug Dunford, Finance Director Jami Westervelt,  Police Chief Milt Medeiros, Recreation Coordinator Tiffany Vitorino, City Attorney Josh Nelson and Deputy City Clerk/HR Manager Melanie Correa
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment. 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA
1. WORKSHOP: Cannabis Informational Meeting
 				1. 	Receive Staff Report and Speaker Presentations
			2.	 Receive public comment
		3. 	Hold discussion/workshop

City Manager Dunford presented a brief background on the purpose of tonight’s workshop. City Attorney Nelson attested to the purpose of the meeting of the workshop. 

Council member Turner arrived at the meeting at 6:10 P.M. 

Ashley Zambrano, of BB&K Attorneys at Law, gave a presentation on the current law and local regulatory options. Steve Carrington, City Manager of Merced, gave a presentation on the process the City of Merced has undergone with regard to cannabis related businesses. Toby Wells, City Manager of Ceres, provided some discussion on Ceres’ experience with cannabis related businesses. Donna Kenney, Planning and Building Manager, City of Riverbank, gave a presentation on cannabis dispensaries. Christian Braly, 5th Street Gustine, inquired whether studies have been done with regard to smaller cities and how cannabis related businesses impact existing businesses in small towns. Mr. Braly further inquired whether the panel knew of any information on the impacts of cannabis related businesses to mental health of communities. Ms. Kenney, Mr. Wells and Mrs. Zambrano provided information. Craig Christensen, provided his opinion on pain management and the multiple benefits cannabis provides for pain management. A meeting attendee, expressed his opinion about the lack of neutrality of the presenters of the workshop. He cautioned council to take this consideration slowly. Sherri Marsigli inquired what the definition of a micro-business was, to which Ms. Zambrano provided information. She further inquired whether cannabis was subject to state sales tax, to which Mrs. Zambrano provided information. Ms. Marsigli inquired of the legality of monies generated from cannabis related businesses and deposited into federal fiduciary institutions. Mr. Wells attested to his experience in the City of Ceres. A meeting attendee inquired whether the presenter cities in attendance were limiting dispensaries. Mr. Carrington, Mr. Wells, and Ms. Kenney provided information. Sherri Marsigli inquired on her understanding that the Governor would allow children inside of dispensaries and to be in possession of cannabis on school premises. Mr. Wells provided clarification. Rick Nagle, 44 Jensen Rd Gustine, directed his question to Mr. Wells from Ceres, he inquired whether the city’s new micro-brewery or cannabis dispensary received more community pushback. Mr. Wells provided information. The Mayor closed public comment. There was a period of questions and commentary from Council. 

ADJOURNMENT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Council member Oliveira made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Council member Craig. The meeting adjourned at 7:59 P.M. 

ATTEST:

__________________________________									__________________________________
CITY CLERK																										MAYOR OLIVEIRA
