

MINUTES OF
REGULAR MEETING
JULY 7, 2020


CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira advised of the meeting modifications in accordance with the Executive Order N-29-20, as stated on the meeting agenda. Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. and conducted the pledge of allegiance. 

ROLL CALL
Council Members:  Alexander – Turner – Ford - Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Staff present: City Manager Doug Dunford, City Attorney Ashley Zambrano, Police Chief Ruben Chavez, and Deputy City Clerk/Human Resources Director Melanie Correa

PRESENTATIONS

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira advised that public comment would be moved to the end of the agenda. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]CONSENT CALENDAR
All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

Are there any items on the consent calendar that any member of the public would like to comment on?

1.	Minutes of the June 16, 2020 Regular Meeting  
	Recommendation: Review and approve
2.	Warrant List
	Recommendation: Review and approve
3.	Approve Resolution Confirming the 2.5% Utility Tax
	Recommendation: Review and approve
4.	Approve Resolution Establishing Appropriations Limit and Certifying the Population Estimate for FY 2020/2021
	Recommendation: Review and approve
5.	Approve Gustine Employee Salary Schedule
	Recommendation: Review and approve

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira presented the consent calendar. There was no public comment.  Council member Alexander made a motion to approve the consent calendar. The motion was seconded by Council member Turner and carried 4-0 with Mayor Nagy absent.

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENDA
6.	Consider Resolution Approving Hire of Retired Annuitant as Reserve Police Officer
	        					 1. Receive Staff Report
    2. Receive Public Comment
3. Consider a motion to approve the resolution

City Manager Dunford presented the staff report. There was no public comment. Council member Ford made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion was seconded by Council member Alexander and carried 4-0 with Mayor Nagy absent. 

7.	Consider Resolution of Intention to Establish, Levy and Collect Assessments for Districts Formed Under the Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972
1. Receive Staff Report
			2. Receive Public Comment
			3. Consider a motion to approve the resolution

Finance Manager Birring, via telephone, presented the staff report. Craig Christensen, 657 West Ave Gustine, inquired whether anything had been done to rectify the issue with Borrelli Lighting and Landscape District only being funded by a small percentage of the residents encompassed in the District. Council member Turner echoed Mr. Christensen’s inquiry, to which City Manager Dunford provided information. There was some discussion. Council member Turner made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion was seconded by Council member Alexander and carried 4-0 with Mayor Nagy absent. 

8.	Consider Authorizing City Manager to Enter into Contract for Planning Services for Active Transportation Plan Grant
								1. 	Receive Staff Report
2.	Receive Public Comment	 
3.	Consider a motion to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Precision Civil Engineering, Inc. for planning services for Active Transportation Plan grant

City Manager Dunford presented the staff report. There was no public comment. Council member Alexander made a motion to authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Precision Civil Engineering, Inc. for planning services for Active Transportation Plan grant. The motion was seconded by Council member Turner and carried 4-0 with Mayor Nagy absent. 

9.	DISCUSSION: Murals in Downtown District
								1. 	Receive Staff Report
2.	Receive Public Comment	 
3.	Hold discussion

Police Chief Chavez presented the staff report. There was some discussion from Council and the public. 

10.	DISCUSSION & DIRECTION: Tennis Court Rehabilitation Project
								1. 	Receive Staff Report
2.	Receive Public Comment	 
3.	Hold discussion and provide staff with direction

Economic Community Development Director Westervelt, via telephone, presented the staff report. Deputy City Correa read aloud an emailed public comment from Pat Rocha of the Westside Tennis Club. In her email, Mrs. Rocha communicated concerns with option A, and urged the City to move forward instead of holding off and incurring additional costs. Craig Christensen, 657 West Ave Gustine, inquired what is included in option A, to which Economic Community Development Director Westervelt provided information. There was some discussion from Council relating to expanding the courts to include an additional court. Through discussion, Council directed staff to proceed with option A, as described in the staff report. 

11.	Consider Request for Revisions to Master Plan for Southeast Gustine Annexation 
								1. 	Receive Staff Report
2.	Receive Public Comment	 
3.	Consider a motion to approve the revised lot map

City Manager Dunford presented the staff report. Mike Rasmussen identified himself as one of the principals of the project, provided background information on this item, and attested that the option for smaller lots should be made available. Craig Christensen, 657 West Ave Gustine, advised of his unfavorable opinion of smaller lot sizes. Sherri Marsigli, 820 North Ave Gustine, inquired on whether this item was aligned with the Housing Element. She shared her opinion to not allow the smaller lots sizes. Max Garcia, the engineer for the project, provided information on research he had completed on the City’s General Plan and provided additional information on the request for revisions from the original lot map. Ron Katakis, identified himself as another principal of the project, provided additional information on the background of the requested revision. Mr. Katakis expressed frustration over the length of time this project has taken to move forward. There was more discussion relating to the history of the project. Mike Rasmussen inquired whether there was an ad hoc committee established for this development, to which City Manager Dunford provided information. There was some discussion from Council. Council member Ford made a motion to move forward with Exhibit A, with the amendment of removing the additional entrance at Sullivan Rd, making that an emergency entrance only. Council member Alexander seconded the motion and the motion was carried 4-0 with Mayor Nagy absent.   

PUBLIC COMMENT
Sherri Marsigli, 820 North Ave Gustine, expressed her opinion that Council has disregarded the hardships incurred by business closures resulting from COVID-19 State and County orders. She urged Council to aid those businesses who are mandatorily closed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meghan Azevedo, 37 Fairview Ave Gustine, expressed her concern over an altercation that occurred in Gustine on June 28th. She expressed frustration with how the Gustine Police Department handled the situation. She urged that the Gustine Police Officers be held accountable. 

Liz Zetina, a concerned community member, expressed her disappointment with how the situation surrounding the June 28th altercation was handled. 

Maria demanded an investigation into the identity of the attackers of the June 28th incident and into how Officer Erickson handled the situation. 

Deputy City Clerk Correa read an emailed public comment from Sandy Yoppini. The email provided information on the June 28th incident and the involvement of the Central Valley Patriots. The email comment was not read in its entirety due to the 3-minute public comment policy. 

Deputy City Clerk Correa read an emailed public comment from an anonymous person. The email demanded action by Council on the injustice resulting from the June 28th incident.  

Angelica Gonzales expressed her opinion that the way the Gustine Police Department handled the June 28th altercation inappropriately. She urged that Officer Erickson be held accountable. 

Laura Lopez inquired how the City would be handling this incident. Deputy Clerk Correa advised that public comment was not a period of question and answer. It was advised that Council email addresses could be accessed on the city’s website or through the City Clerks department.  

An anonymous caller expressed his opinion that every situation has two sides to the story, and that investigations take time to be worked through. 

Julie Lackgarden, speaking on behalf of a concerned citizen, expressed that negative media reports surrounding this incident could hinder the Gustine economy. She urged Council to consider the mental health of the community. 

Ramses expressed his opinion related to the June 28th incident and inquired when the community could expect justice.

Brian expressed his disgust on how the June 28th incident was handled, he advised that the youth was activated. 

Steve Yoppini finished the emailed comment that had been cut off earlier, providing additional information on the Central Valley Patriots.  

Victor reiterated the many comments before him, he expressed his disbelief of the silence on the June 28th incident from the Gustine Police Department. He urged Council to pressure the police department and inquire with the District Attorney’s office. 

[bookmark: _Hlk45043377]CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Recreation Manager Vitorino, via telephone, reported on the success of the fireworks. She thanked Public Works, the Fire Department and the Police Department for their assistance. Lastly, she reported on the opening of the pool. 

Economic Community Development Director Westervelt advised that she had nothing to report. 

Finance Manager Birring advised that she had nothing to report. 

Police Chief Chavez echoed the success of the fireworks show. Chief Chavez gave a brief show and tell on illegal fireworks, and reported on the number of citations issued for illegal fireworks this year. Lastly, he updated on the status of the body worn camera grant. 

City Manager Dunford advised on behalf of Fire Chief Borrelli that there were no incidents on the 4th of July. It was also reported that the County Fire Truck responded to the fire on Pacheco Pass on July 4th. 

Deputy City Clerk Correa advised of the open recruitment for part-time Account Clerk. 

Interim Public Works Director Arnold, via telephone, advised of the irrigation issues at Schmidt Park, and that the city-wide sign replacement was ongoing. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT
City Manager Dunford advised of the spike in COVID-19 cases in the County. He advised of a new campaign being pushed out by the County and Cities within Merced County. He provided an update on the water meter project. He thanked staff for executing the firework show. City Manager Dunford inquired with Council whether they’d be interested in the availability of zoom council meetings. 

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Council member Alexander expressed how great the fireworks show was. He also inquired on the statistics of the positive COVID-19 cases in town. He inquired on an update on the airport fence, to which City Manager Dunford provided information. 

Council member Turner inquired on the general consensus of the fireworks show logistics, to which City Manager Dunford provided information. 

Council member Ford advised of his opinion on how well the fireworks were executed.  

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira inquired on the grocery reimbursement program, to which City Manager Dunford provided information. 

CLOSED SESSION
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]1.	CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency Negotiator:  City Manager:  Employee organization: City of Gustine Clerks Association.

2.	CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section  54957.6.  Agency Negotiator:  City Manager:  Employee organization: City of Gustine Public Works Association.

3.	CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency Negotiator:  City Manager:  Employee organization: City of Gustine Police Officers Association.

It was reported in open session that there was no reportable action from closed session. 

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira adjourned the meeting at 8:55 P.M.
