MINUTES

OF

SEPTEMBER 15, 2009

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Ford called the joint meeting of the Redevelopment Agency and City Council to order at 7:34 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford _X__
Joe Oliveira__absent_

Council members/ Board Members:  

Bart Garcia__X__, Pat Nagy__X__, Lynn Schultz__X__
Staff present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Police Chief Jeff Schindler, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli, Finance Director Larrie Sweet, Accounting Clerk Vanessa Hunter and City Clerk Kelly Buendia. 

4. Presentations

a. Update from Sheriff Mark Pazin

Merced County Sheriff Mark Pazin updated the City Council and wanted to clear the air on accusations from the Merced County Grand Jury and the former Gustine Police Chief.  He indicated that the Grand Jury had not communicated with the Sheriff prior to commenting on the accusations.  He stated that he wanted to continue in a good relationship with Gustine.  Mayor Ford apologized for the miscommunication on behalf of the community.  
5. Oral Communications 

None

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

a. Resolution Setting the Proposed Base Year Assessment Roll, Declaring the Eminent Domain Policy and Authorizing the Transmittal of Various Documents for the Proposed Gustine Redevelopment Project.

Recommendation:  Adopt the Resolution as submitted.

The Executive Director, Margaret Silveira gave a staff report.  Motion by Board member Garcia to approve the Resolution Setting the Proposed Base Year Assessment Roll, Declaring the Eminent Domain Policy and Authorizing the Transmittal of Various Documents for the Proposed Gustine Redevelopment Project.  Seconded by Councilmember Schultz Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a. Warrants

Recommendation:  Approve Warrants as listed.

b. Street Closure for Gustine High School Homecoming

Recommendation:  Review and approve.

c. Administrative Services Director Contract

Recommendation:  Review and Approve.

d. Police Chief Contract

Recommendation:  Review and Approve.


e.   Police Department Annual Report


      Recommendation:  Review and Approve.

Council member Schultz asked to remove item c. Administrative Services Director Contract for separate consideration.

Garcia made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Nagy.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

Council member Schultz asked about the item 5.3 in the contract related to a cell phone stipend.  After discussion Council member Garcia made a motion to approve item 5.3 in the Administrative Services Director Contract as submitted.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

Councilmember Schultz asked that the language under item 6 be amended.  The City Attorney recommended adding to item 6 “such amendment if any shall be approved by the City Council”.  Mayor Ford recommended that language related to vacation and sick time are clarified in hours and that the hours are accrued by pay period.  Council member Schultz made a motion to approve item (c) Administrative Services Contract as amended.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent)

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a. Public Hearing – Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) Planning 

      & Technical Assistance Project Application

      Recommendation:

1. Receive Staff Report

2. Conduct Public Hearing

3. Receive Public Comments

4.   Provide Staff Direction

Lori Adams of Adams Ashby Group presented a report to the City Council.  Mayor Ford opened the public hearing.  The public offered no comments.  Mayor Ford closed the hearing.  Council member Garcia made a motion to direct staff to approve the submittal of an application for the 2009-2010 CDBG Planning & Technical Assistance funding cycle.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

b.   Continued Public Hearing to Adopt City of Gustine Budget for Fiscal Year 2009-2010

Recommendation:  

1. Re-open Public Hearing

2. Receive comments

3. Adopt Resolution as submitted

Mayor Ford re-opened the public hearing.  The public offered no comments.  Mayor Ford then continued the hearing to the October 6, 2009 regular meeting.

c.   Public Hearing /Second Reading Ordinance 450 – An Ordinance of the People of    

the City of Gustine Amending Title 9 “Taxation” of the Gustine Municipal Code   by Amending Chapter 7, “Community Enhancement to Services Measure for General Transactions (Sales) and Use Tax” to be Administered by the State Board of Equalization.


     Recommendation:



1.   Receive Staff Report



2.   Conduct Public Hearing

3. Make a motion to Waive Second Reading of Ordinance 450

4. Approve Ordinance 450 by a Roll Call Vote

The City Clerk gave a staff report.  Mayor Ford opened the hearing.  No comments were offered from the public.  Mayor Ford closed the public hearing.  

Council member Nagy made a motion to waive the second reading.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).



Ordinance 450 was passed by the following roll call vote:



Ayes:  Mayor Ford, Council members Garcia, Nagy, Schultz



Nayes:  none



Absent:  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira



Abstain:  none

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Police Department

The Police Chief gave a report regarding the OLM Celebration and additional enforcement and training efforts by Alcohol Beverage Control.

b.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief reported on recent events including a four-hour power outage. 

c.   Finance Department

The Finance Director requested that any changes needed to the budget would be appreciated prior to the next meeting.

d.   Administrative Services

The City Clerk reported that she recently attended leadership training, was busy training temporary staff at City Hall and that City Hall was participating in the Summer Youth Program through Worknet and had a new part-time employee funded by the County.

11.  City Manager Report

The City Manager reported that NorthStar Engineering was awarded the contract for the industrial park planning grant; stated that the well sites readings were acceptable and no more test wells would be needed; and relayed that a representative from the USDA had indicated that a grant between 500,000 and 1,000,000 will likely be awarded for the city’s water projects.  

She went on to report that the City and School District would work together on a Safe Routes to Schools grant due to recent changes in bussing.  Nicki Crowe, Gustine business owner asked about side walks leading to the school.  The City Manager then asked that a special meeting be called on September 25 for a public hearing.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Schultz

Council member Schultz commented on sidewalks near the school; asked about the revenue and expenditure reports, relayed that he would be attending a League of California Cities annual conference and commented on the OLM Celebration.

b.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia thanked the fire chief and community on the fire truck dedication event, commented on the Downtown Revitalization subcommittee, the Festa, and sidewalk repairs.

c.   Council member Nagy

Council member Nagy reported on a recent Planning Commission meeting where a citation was affirmed on a non-compliant fence on Wallis Avenue.  He further reported on a business owner who expressed interest in an industrial park.

d.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford reported on gate issues at the airport, commented on the Festa and bullfights, and reported that Gustine’s ten-member team lost 129 pounds winning the Biggest Loser contest.

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency negotiator:  City Manager.  Employee organization: City of Gustine Clerks Association.

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency negotiator:  City Manager.  Employee organization: City of Gustine Police Officers Association.
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency negotiator:  City Manager.  Unrepresented employee:  Public Works Director.

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency negotiator:  City Manager.  Employee organization: City of Gustine Public Works Association.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION, Pursuant to California Government Code:  Section 54957.  Public Employee Title:  Planner.

  PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT, Pursuant to California Government Code:  Section 54957.  Public Employee Title:  Account Clerk or Senior Account Clerk.

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Assessors Parcel Number 020-044-003.  Negotiating Party: James Edward Faulder (Co-Trustee). Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms
The City Council met in closed session at 9:50 p.m.  After discussion of the above items, the City Attorney reported out of closed session that the City Manager was given direction with regard to labor negotiations and the property negotiation.  With respect to the City Planner employment evaluation, no action was taken.  Finally, the City Attorney reported that the City Council approved the request by the City Manager that in order to maintain operational continuity upcoming appointments, if any, to the Account Clerk position or Senior Account Clerk position may be accomplished by virtue of an internal selection. 

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 10:40 p.m.

_________________________________

City Clerk




























