MINUTES

OF 

MARCH 4, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford __X__
Joe Oliveira__X__

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__, James Bonta__X__, Bart Garcia_X___
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Acting Police Chief Devon Stavrowsky, Interim Public Works Director Ben Hulse, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Recreation Director Lori Amarante, and Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia. 

4. Presentations

a.   Presentation from County Supervisor Deidre Kelsey

Supervisor Kelsey relayed that through Fire Chief Borrelli, she came to understand the City’s great need for a new back-up generator.  She indicated that the request was very worthy and presented a check for $10,000 to assist the City with the purchase of a new generator.

5. Oral Communications 

a.   Terry Whitsitt, 1050 Laurel, Gustine addressed the City Council.  He reminded the City Council that he had spoken at a prior meeting regarding the Police Chief.  With the Police Chief under suspicion of a DUI, Mr. Whitsitt stated he felt the City Council put community safety at risk.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None
CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes, Regular Meeting of February 19, 2008

Recommendation:  Approval of Minutes as presented.

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Cancellation of Resolution 2008-2059 Setting a Public Hearing Date

Recommendation:  Approve a cancellation of Resolution 2008-2059 and direct staff to combine all rate public hearings to one meeting.

d.   Resolution 2008-2061- Adopting a Salary For the City of Gustine Recreation Director and Further Adopting a Recreation Director Employment Description.

Recommendation:  Approve Resolution 2008-2061 as presented.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 5-0, with Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira abstaining from warrant 28814.  

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   2008 Community Development Block Grant Notice of Funds Available From The California Department Of Housing and Community Development

Recommendation:  Receive staff report and conduct public hearing.

City Manager gave a staff report explaining that as part of the CDBG grant funding process, a public hearing must be conducted.  She stated that the City was noticing that the funds are available and that she would come back with actual grant applications in the future.  The City Manager indicated that she would like to pursue grants for housing rehabilitation and first-time homebuyer programs. 

Mayor Ford opened the public hearing.  With no comments from the public, Mayor Ford closed the public hearing.  Council member Bonta made a motion authorizing the City Manager to apply for the grant funding.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 5-0.

b.   Water and Storm Drain Rates

Recommendation:  Approve a rate increase for water service and approve storm drain rates.

The City Manager gave her staff report detailing the need for improvements to the water system including adding a new well, adding a water storage tank and adding well treatment.  She further detailed the need for a storm water fee.

Larry Parlin, Environmental Management Systems, answered questions of the City Council regarding the city’s water needs.   Craig Hill, Northcross Hill & Ach answered questions of the City Council regarding the financing aspects of the projects.  

After discussion by the City Council, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to adopt option three (which would include installation of a new storage tank, replacement of a well & treatment heads for all wells) and pursue adoption of the proposed storm drain rates (Residential Single Family- $1.20 per month; Apartment Complex-$1.50 per month per unit; School- $43.91 per month; Commercial (small business)-$1.30 per month; Industrial-$15.25 per month per parcel acre).  Seconded by Councilmember Bonta.  Motion carried 5-0.

c.   Aviation Fuel Discount for Chevron Cardholders

Recommendation: That the City Council approve the following discounts for Chevron Cardholders when purchasing aviation fuel at the Gustine Municipal Airport:

1.  $0.05 per gallon discount for all Chevron Cardholders

2.  $0.07 per gallon for all Chevron Cardholders that are tenants on the airport.

3.  $0.12 per gallon for Chevron Cardholders with businesses located on the Airport or customers with higher volumes of fuel sales.

The Deputy City Clerk gave a staff report detailing fuel discount options available with the upcoming change to Chevron branded fuel at the Gustine Airport.  Al Romero, an airport tenant addressed the City Council.  Dennis Brazil, Airport Commissioner, was also available for questions.

After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to approve the following discounts:  $0.05 per gallon discount for all Chevron Cardholders and $0.12 per gallon for Chevron Cardholders with businesses located on the Airport or customers with higher volumes of fuel sales.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 4-0; Council member Garcia abstained from vote.

d.  Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Income Reuse Plan

Recommendation: Approve a Resolution Adopting a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Income Reuse Plan
The City Manager gave her report stating that with loans being repaid on grants received in 1994 and 1998, the City was in need of a reuse plans that will direct how the program income can be spent.  After discussion by the City Council, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve a resolution adopting a Community Development Block Grant Program Income Reuse Plan.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  The resolution was passed by the following vote:

Ayes:  Council member Amaral, Bonta, Garcia, May Pro Tem Oliveira, Mayor Ford

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Police Department

The Acting Police Chief commented that the Police Department has been functioning well despite the circumstances.  He also reported on PAL activities, officer training and police calls over the past two weeks.

b.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief thanked Deidre Kelsey for the generous help on the generator; announced the results of the firefighter elections; and reminded the Council about Every Fifteen Minutes on April 1 and Firefighter of the Year Awards on April 2.  He also stated that the department was not awarded grant funding for turn-out gear.

c.   Public Works Department

The Interim Public Works Director reported that the Borrelli drain basin needed work prior to acceptance; that street repairs will begin again in April with completion in May; that gopher problems around town are being mitigated and that the Maintenance Supervisor will be out three to six weeks on medical leave.

d.   City Clerk Department

The Deputy City Clerk stated that a Zone Code Workshop would take place in upcoming weeks; that work on the Census address list was progressing nicely and that she would be attending city clerk certification training.

e.   Recreation Department

The Recreation Director announced that beginning the department would be offering classes to learn to fish for six to sixteen-year-olds.   

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Supervisor Kelsey

The City Manager extended her gratitude to Supervisor Kelsey for assistance with the purchase of the backup generator.

b.   League of California Cities

The City Manager announced the quarterly league dinner would take place April 27 at the McHenry Mansion in Modesto.

c.   Staff Appreciation

The City Manager thanked the staff, especially in the Police Department, for taking on extra work in past weeks.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Amaral
Council member Amaral stated he respected that citizens had come to meetings to voice concerns.  He asked that residents understand that with over 5,000 residents in Gustine, the City Council and City Manager could not represent a specific group but are obligated to what is best for the entire city.  He encouraged citizens to pull together and move forward and not be pitted against each other.  Each of the City Council members voiced agreement with his statement.

b.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia relayed that he attended a reception and lunch with representatives from Gustine’s sister city and that he had participated in mock interviews with high school juniors and seniors.

c.  Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta expressed his agreement with Council member Amaral.

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira encouraged the public to focus on the good things that are happening including a meeting of public officials to discuss the West Park project and the first meeting of the MCAG Board County Congress.  The Congress would consist of all Merced County Mayors and Council members.  He also announced the MCAG Governing Board meeting on March 20, which is open to the public.

e.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford stated he had faith in staff to move forward through this difficult time and encouraged staff not to give up.  Mayor Ford also displayed a gift received from the Mayor of Angra (sister City) and announced that a warm invitation was extended to visit Angra. 

13.  Closed Session

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 9 p.m.

___________________________________

Deputy City Clerk












