MINUTES

OF

MARCH 17, 2009
1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford.  The Gustine Girl Scouts then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford_X_
Joe Oliveira_X_

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__,  Bart Garcia absent, Lynn Schultz__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Police Chief Richard Calderon, Fire Chief Patrick Borrelli, City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Public Works Director Ernie Garza, and Assistant Recreation Director Mark Wortman.

4. Presentations

a. Proclamation of the Mayor: The City of Gustine Acknowledges Girl Scouts of America Week

The Gustine Girl Scouts saluted the flag and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Ford then read a proclamation acknowledging Girl Scouts of America Week.

b. Update from John Alexander, Executive Director Merced County Health Care Consortium`

John Alexander of the Merced County Health Care Consortium provided information to the City Council on the Consortium’s mission and recent healthcare advocacy efforts.  

5. Oral Communications 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 3, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Monthly EMS Report

Recommendation: Review and file

d.   Revenue & Expense Reports – Second Quarter Fiscal Year 2008-2009

Recommendation:  Review and file

e.   Resolution Related to Health Coverage for the City of Gustine Mayor

Recommendation:  That the City Council adopt a resolution approving the current City Mayor, Rich Ford, be enrolled in the City’s current health insurance benefits with Blue Shield HSA, under COBRA, which upon termination will end coverage for the City of Gustine Mayor.

Mayor Ford stated his vote would include an abstention from vote on item (e) and Council member Schultz stated his vote would include an abstention from vote on warrant 30378.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent) with Mayor Ford’s abstention from vote on item (e) Resolution Related to Health Coverage for the City of Gustine Mayor and Council member Schultz’s abstention from vote on warrant 30378.

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Public Hearing and Adoption of Resolution Establishing New and Amended Fees for Certain City Departments

Recommendation:  

1. Open Public Hearing; Receive Public Testimony; Close Public Hearing

2. Adopt Resolution Establishing New and Amended Fees for Certain City Departments

The City Manager gave a staff report.  Mayor Ford opened the public hearing.  Amy Gedney, representing Gustine Youth Baseball spoke about concerns over fees for field usage and expressed a desire to work with the city on improvements to the snack bar, bathrooms, and fields.  Mayor Ford closed the public hearing.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the Resolution Establishing New and Amended Fees for Certain City Departments.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).
b.   Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Approve Budget Amendments up to $2,500

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Approve Budget Amendments up to $2,500

The City Manager gave a staff report.  Staff asked to report fund transfers.  After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to Adopt a Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Approve Budget Amendments up to $2500 with an amendment that the City Council be advised of fund transfers after they occur.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

c.   Modular Building for Police Department

Recommendation: That the City Council give direction to staff to research the cost of a modular building placed on the City-owned lot on the southeast corner of Third Avenue and Sixth Street

The City Manager gave her staff report.  After discussion, Council member Schultz made a motion direct staff to research the cost of a modular building placed on the city-owned lot on the southeast corner of Third Avenue and Sixth Street.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).  

d.   Resolution Accepting Grant funds from the National Rifle Association in the Amount of $8,609.00

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution Accepting the Grant Offer of the National Rifle Association

The Mayor announced that this item would be pulled since representatives from the National Rifle Association were unable to be present.  

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Recreation Department

The Assistant Recreation Director reported on upcoming ballroom dancing classes and a men’s softball tournament in May, which would raise $1700.

b.   Public Works

The Public Works Director reported on a demolition permit for the police carport and a condemned hangar; reported on inspections of airport fuel; relayed that restrooms at Henry Miller Parked had been repaired; stated that the port-potty at the Borelli storm drain was hauled away and disposed due to complete destruction by vandals.  When questioned, the City Manager indicated she would check on warranties from the developer. 

c.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief reported that EMS training was complete and up to date; that wildland training was set for next month and that there were few calls lately.

d.   Police Department
The Police Chief reported on his attendence to the Annual California Police Chiefs Convention in Pasadena; updated on the Merced County Chiefs meeting; detailed on a meeting with Sheriff Pazin; and reported on issues with dirt bike racing in town.  He further reported on upcoming dog obedience classes in which fees are charged to pay the trainer with $10 benefitting the animal shelter.  The Police Chief reminded the Council he would be out next week for a City Manager-Police Chief seminar.

e.  City Clerk

The City Clerk reminded the City Council that Form 700’s were due; reported on training where budget was an important topic; and reminded the City Council about a budget workshop on March 30 and a ommunity meeting on April 8.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Diamond Foods

When questioned, the City Manager inidicated that removal of non-hazardous material was underway at the burned building next to Diamond Foods.

b.   Employee Status

The City Manager relayed that city empolyee, Vanna Franco, was involved in a critical accident and was currently hospitalized.  Staff was dialoging with a crisis management team.

c.   Schedule

The City Manager relayed that she would be attending a seminar the remainder of the week and returning late Friday.

d   One Voice

The City Council was advised that because of the great need to obtain funding, she would be traveling to Washington D.C. with the One Voice group.

e.   Community Meeting 

The City Council was advised that a community meeting would take place on April 8.  The meeting should help the public understand the city’s budget.  “Clicker” technology would be used to poll the participants.

f.   Water Conservation

The City Manager also relayed that a water conservation policy would be brought back to the City Council for discussion.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Schultz

Council member Schultz reported on the League of California Cities Quarterly meeting in Chowchilla; requested that no trespassing signs be posted on the city property on Gun Club Road and asked the City Manager about the availability of grant monies for restrooms at Schmidt Park.

b.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira inquired about the railroad properties; updated the City Council on the One Voice trip to Washington D.C.  He indicated that MCAG staff  and the Thane Young, lobbyist were working diligently to set up meetings and keep up on information that was changing daily.  He further sent best wishes to Council member Garcia who had to make an emergency trip to Mexico for an ill family member.

c.   Council member Amaral

Council member asked staff for an update on the old Beatrice plant.  Staff updated the Council and relayed that there were insurance issues and that they had not heard anything about new ownership 

d.   Mayor Ford

When questioned by the Mayor, the City Manager gave an update on activities of the Redevelopment Agency consultants and gave an explanation of some the enterprise zone tax credits available to Gustine businesses.  The Mayor also addressed reforming recreation commission.

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcels 063-070-006 and 063-070-007.  Negotiating Party: Anthony Avila Jr.; Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

The City Council met in closed session at 8:45 p.m.  Mayor Ford also opened the special meeting concurrently.  There was no report out of closed session for this item.

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the regular meeting and special meeting at 9:45 p.m.

_________________________________

City Clerk




























