MINUTES

OF

JANUARY 20, 2009

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

3.  Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford _X__
Joe Oliveira__X__

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral_absent_,  Bart Garcia__X__, Lynn Schultz__X__

Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Police Chief Rich Calderon, Fire Chief Patrick Borrelli, City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Ernie Garza Public Works Director, and City Engineer Mario Gouveia.

4. Presentations

None

5. Oral Communications 

a. Leonard Holmquist, Gustine resident, reported on a meeting of a state traffic devices committee.  The committee considered Mr. Holquist’s Broken Hearts on the Roadway program.

b.   County Supervisor Deidre Kelsey presented Chief Calderon with a County pin and homemade jam then presented the City Council with a promise of $1500 for deteriorating chairs in the city’s library meeting room.  Supervisor Kelsey went on to report on the Counties general plan update; County employee lay-offs; a trip to Washington D.C. in which Gustine’s radio station was discussed; UC Merced’s long range development plan; plans for a new county animal shelter; and the cancellation of Livingston’s revenue sharing agreement.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Regular Meeting of January 6, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Minutes of Special Meeting of January 6, 2009 (conducted concurrently with regular meeting)

Recommendation:  Review and approve

c.   Minutes of Special (Workshop) Meeting of January 6, 2009

Recommendaton:  Review and approve

d.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

e.   Declaration of Surplus Property

Recommendation:  Declare the indicated property as surplus and authorze staff to sell, auction off, or destrtoy the indicated property.

f.   Resolution Adopting a City Clerk Employment Description

Recommendation:  Approve resolution adopting a City Clerk Employment Description

g.   Employment Agreement with Kelly Buendia for the Position of City Clerk

Recommendation:  Approve employment agreement with Kelly Buendia for the position of City Clerk

h.   Contract with Ernie Garza for Public Works Management Services

Recommendation:  Approve contract with Ernie Garza for Public Works Management Services

i.   Authorization of the Destruction of Unneccessary Records

Recommendation:  Adopt Resolution authorizing the destruction of unneccessary records

j.   Monthly EMS Report 

Recommendation: Review and file.

Council member Schultz asked to remove items (f) Resolution Adopting a City Clerk Employment Description and (g) Employment Agreement with Kelly Buendia for the Position of City Clerk.  Council member Garcia asked to remove warrant 30166.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira asked to remove warrant 30190.  Council member Schultz asked to remove warrant 30145.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira then made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

After discussion Council member Garcia made a motion to approve warrant 30166.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).  Council member Schultz made a motion to approve warrant 30145.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve warrant 30190.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

After discussion Council member Schultz made a motion to approve item (f) a resolution adopting a City Clerk Employment Description.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).  

After discussion, the City Council directed staff to bring item (e) Employment Agreement with Kelly Buendia for the Position of City Clerk back to closed session.

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

None

10.  City Department Reports

a.   City Clerk Department

The City Clerk reminded the City Council about an upcoming City-County Dinner; reported on a seminar to discuss foreclosure issues; and advised about a visit planned to the City of Riverbank to review their records retention program, organization, and software.

b.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager reported that the city’s new auditors were onsite.  She further reported that the Finance subcommittee had met and reviewed the budget.  She indicated that city revenues and expenses were both at about fifty percent, which was right where they should be to meet budget goals.

c.   Public Works Department

The Mayor introduced the city’s new Public Works Director, Ernie Garza.  Mr. Garza relayed that he was excited about being in Gustine and had been busy getting familiar with city systems.  

d.   Fire Department 

The Fire Chief reported on school inspections; reported that the county would be seeking grants for the department, stated that laws would be updated soon, and that the department would be sponsoring the next County Fire Chiefs’ quarterly meeting.

e.   Police Department

The Police Chief reported on police community activities including a procession for fallen soldier, Tony Gonzales; a Hops and Bangers event meeting; a crab cioppino feed; a Mazda commercial filmed in town; and a Gustine Pentecost Society procession.  He also expressed gratitude to those attending his swearing-in ceremony

The Police Chief further reported on a grant received for the city’s firing range; a Narcotics Taskforce meeting; a meeting of the California Traffic Devices Committee; animal control services with the City of Newman; staffing of a new officer; an upcoming Communications Center presentation; and calls for service and arrests for the past two weeks.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Meetings Attended

The City Manager reported on meetings attended including meetings of the Westside Healthcare Task Force and the Local Government Commission.  She further reported on a meeting with the Gustine Pentecost Society related to loading, unloading and parking issues and advised of upcoming meetings with the cities of Los Banos and Newman regarding cost saving ideas. The City Council was also advised that Gustine hosted the most recent Technical Review Board (TRB) meeting, which was well attended.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Schultz 

Council member Schultz welcomed the new Public Works Director, asked about Christmas decorations downtown, and expressed concerns over the rubble from the burned building at Diamond Market.  

b.   Council member Garcia 

Council member Garcia welcomed the Public Works Director and updated the City Council on items discussed at the Westside Healthcare Taskforce meeting.  

c.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 
Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira expounded on some of the focuses and challenges of the healthcare taskforce and asked for staff to contact the railroad regarding some needed clean-up.  Additionally, he read a plaque received from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution District.

d.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford gave details on the City Selection Committee for the air district and its duties; requested an Election Certificate from the list of records to be destroyed and reported on the Local Government Commission meeting in which smart growth and green communities were discussed.  The Mayor also asked for an update on locating a site for a water storage tank and well.    

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  Agency negotiator:  City Manager.  Employee organization: City of Gustine Clerks Association.

Mayor Ford announced that the Closed Session Item has been cancelled.

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

____________________________

City Clerk




























