MINUTES 

OF

JANUARY 15, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency of the City of Gustine was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford _X_
Joe Oliveira_X_

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral X James Bonta_ absent, Bart Garcia_X_
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Tom Ebersole, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Chief of Police Kris Anderson, and Public Works Director Lynn Schultz.

4. Presentations

None

5. Oral Communications 

a.   Rick Nagle of Westside Theater Foundation, updated the City Council at the request of Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira on the application for a radio signal with the FCC.  Mr. Nagle indicated that out of eight applications, six were not likely to meet the FCC requirements.  He indicated that he was optimistic that with some changes to the antennae equipment, the Westside Theater may be able to co-exist with the other applicant on the same signal.
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes, Regular Meeting of December 18, 2007

Recommendation:  Approval of Minutes as presented.

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Minutes, Workshop of January 7, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file

d.   Minutes, Special Meeting of January 7, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file.

e.   EMS Monthly Report

Recommendation:   Review and file

f.   Treasurer’s Report – December, 2007

Recommendation:   Review and file

g.   Appointment of Airport Commissioner

Recommendation:  Appoint Paul Blades to the Airport Commission with a term expiring 12/31/09.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 4-0  (Bonta absent).

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Presentation by MCEDCO (Merced County Economic Development Corporation) Regarding the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and Updates on the Enterprise Zone

Recommendation: That the City Council identify specific issues, projects and priorities for the City of Gustine to be considered in formulating a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy

Scott Galbraith of MCEDCO gave a presentation on the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) outlining the objectives, process and benefits of the CEDS.  The City Council was also updated on the status of the Enterprise Zone.  No Council action was taken.

b.   Borrelli Ranch Park-in-Lieu Fees

Recommendation: That the City Council consider Ranchwood Homes request for reimbursement of Park-in-Lieu fees of $107,000. 

The City Manager gave a staff report and explained issues surrounding the reimbursement of Park-in-Lieu fees to Ranchwood.  She indicated that reductions to park size should result in reductions of the reimbursement.  Pat Johnson of Ranchwood Contractors was present for questions.

After discussion, the City Manager was directed to negotiate a compromise or settlement with Ranchwood Contractors regarding reimbursement of Park-in-Lieu fees.
c.   Proposed Lease by Gustine Wetlands Gun Club for City-Owned Wetlands
Recommendation:  That the City Council direct the City Manager to negotiate a lease with the Gustine Wetlands Gun Club for use of the City-owned wetlands for hunting and educational programs for youth.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira abstained from discussion due to a possible conflict of interest.  The City Manager reported that a local gun club was interested in leasing city-owned wetlands for hunting.  Tom Homen of the Gustine Wetlands Gun Club answered questions from the City Council on the proposal.

When asked, the City Attorney indicated a market rate would need to be established.  Rick Nagle, 404 Jensen Road, Gustine showed support for the idea but indicated he would like to see the hunting open to more community members.

After discussion, the City Council directed staff to set up a meeting with the Mayor the City Manager, and representatives from the Gustine Gun Club to gain a more detailed understanding of the proposal.

d.   Approve a Monthly Rental Fee for Recently Purchased Hangar

Recommendation:  That the City Council approve a rental fee of $53.76 per month for a recently purchased hangar, also known as Hangar Twelve.

The Public Works Director/Airport Manager gave a staff report.  After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve a rental fee of $53.76 per month for Hangar Twelve with the understanding that the rates may be adjusted.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (Bonta absent)

e.   Credit Card Payments for City Utility Bills

Recommendation:  That the City Council directs the Administrative Services Manager and the City Manager to enter into a contract with Official Payments Corporation to allow citizens to pay their utility via internet using their credit or debit cards.

The Administrative Services Manager gave a staff report with regard to adding a credit card payment option for utility bills.  After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract with Official Payments Corporation.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 4-0 (Bonta absent.)

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Public Works Department

The Public Works Director reported that hangar inspections would take place in the upcoming weeks; that the Henry Miller Park restroom project had outstanding work before completion; that drilling would take place at the corporation yard for ongoing testing and the new bucket truck had received maintenance and certification.  He further stated that city-wide brush chipping would take place in February.

b.   Finance Department

The Administrative Services Director announced that auditors were on-site conducting the annual audit.

c.   Police Department

The Police Chief reported that three new reserve officers signed on; that one officer would be attending a grant writing course; and that Police and Fire Departments would be sponsoring a table at the Chamber of Commerce Dinner Dance.  He further relayed that his department would begin a Neighborhood Watch program; creating a Public Safety Board; and is researching a canine team.

d.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief gave a report on calls made for 2007 indicating that nearly 75% were medical aid calls.  He also stated that EMS training had taken place and that discussions were taking place with Newman Fire regarding a mutual aid agreement. 

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   West Park Project at Crows Landing

The City Manager stated that she was working with Mark Hendrickson of Merced County Executive Offices to arrange a meeting on January 23 to discuss the project and its impact on the Westside.

b.   Animal Shelter

The City Manager announced that the animal shelter was in need of a washing machine if anyone in the community was willing to offer assistance.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral gave an update of the Downtown Revitalization Committee’s efforts to offer assistance in painting downtown businesses, stating that four businesses expressed interest.

b.  Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia reported that he had received a very favorable estimate for paint and labor on the downtown project. He further asked the Fire Chief whether the mutual aid agreement involved a money exchange.  The Fire Chief stated it would not involve monies just provide assistance.

c.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira advised the City Council of meetings he would be attending in the next few weeks and complemented the volunteer Fire Department and Police Department for the professional, prompt response on an emergency call he made earlier in the week.  (See also Oral Communications for comments made by Rick Nagle).

d.  Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford announced that the Westside Theater gave an appreciation gift of tickets to events should the City Council be interested.

13.  Closed Session

None

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting 9:07 p.m.

______________________________

Deputy City Clerk













