MINUTES

OF

FEBRUARY 19, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford absent
Joe Oliveira__X__

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__, James Bonta__X__, Bart Garcia_X___
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Chief of Police Kris Anderson, Interim Public Works Director Ben Hulse, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Building Inspector Mike Brinkman, and Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia. 

Note:  Council member Bonta was noted as absent at roll call but arrived shortly thereafter.  He was detained due to a community-related obligation.  1 was absent due to illness.

4. Presentations

None

5. Oral Communications 

None

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None
CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes, Regular Meeting of February 5, 2008

Recommendation:  Approval of Minutes as presented.

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Minutes, Joint Workshop City Council & Airport Commission, February 5, 2008

Recommendation: Approval of Minutes as presented.

d.   Minutes, Special Meeting of February 5, 2008

Recommendation:  Approval of Minutes as presented.

e.   EMS Monthly Report

Recommendation:   Review and file

f.   Request of West Side Auto Club for ‘Linguica Run’ 
Recommendation:  Approve the request from West Side Auto Club to close Second Avenue and allow the installation of a temporary curb ramp at Henry Miller Park on July 13, 2008
g.   Request of Future Farmers of America (FFA)

Recommendation:  Approve request by the Gustine Future Farmers of America for approval of street closures, traffic control and related services for their annual Tractor Parade to be held on Friday, February 29, 2008, commencing at 3:00 p.m.  

h.   Planning Consultant Contract

Recommendation:  Approve contract for planning consultant services with Jake Raper, not to exceed $10,000.

i.   Treasurer’s Report – January, 2008

Recommendation:   Review and file

j.   Minutes, Planning Commission Meeting of October 10, 2007

Recommendation:  Review and file

Council member Amaral asked to remove items f and h.  Council member Amaral abstained from vote on warrant 28747.  Council member Amaral made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0, with Council member Amaral abstaining from vote on warrant 28747 (1 absent)  

With regard to item f, Request of West Side Auto Club for ‘Linguica Run’, Council member Amaral asked the Police Chief questions regarding costs to the City then made a motion to approve item f.  Seconded by Council member Garcia 4-0, (1 absent).

Council member Amaral asked questions about Item h, Planning Consultant Contract then made a motion to approve.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 4-0, (1 absent)

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Address Questions Regarding Self-Help Project at Borrelli Ranch

Recommendation:  Review and discuss questions posed by residents regarding the Self-Help Project at Borrelli Ranch

The City Attorney gave a staff report which addressed questions proposed at the last meeting of the City Council including: Why did the City allow the sale of these properties to Self Help?; What is the City doing to protect the current residents?;  and Why didn’t Ranchwood tell the current residential home buyers that it would be selling the lots to Self Help?

The City Council discussed and received a report from Mike Gandy of the Planning Commission on its recent approval of architectural renderings submitted by Self Help.  The City Manager also stated that all other issues raised by Ranchwood residents at the last meeting had been addressed by the Police and Public Works Departments.

b.  Gustine High School Every Fifteen Minutes Program

Recommendation:  Approve request by the Gustine High School “Every 15 Minutes” Committee for approval of street closures, traffic control and related services for their bi-annual drunk driving awareness program, to be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 1-2, 2008.  Also, City Council is being asked to participate as a sponsor for this event. 

The Chief of Police gave his staff report.  Chandra Brace of Gustine High School gave an overview of the program and answered questions of the City Council.  

Council member Bonta made a motion to approve the requests of the Every Fifteen Minutes Program including a donation of $500.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0, (1 absent)

c.   Acceptance of Henry Miller Park Bathroom Rehabilitation Project

Recommendation:   Approve recommendation from City Engineer for acceptance of the Henry Miller Park Bathroom Rehabilitation project.

The City Manager gave a staff report.  After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to accept the Henry Miller Park Bathroom.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 4-0, (1 absent).

d.   Reclassify Duties and Responsibilities of the Recreation Director

Recommendation: That the City Council reclassify the Recreation Director’s duties and responsibilities to oversee the City’s summer aquatic program.  Duties and responsibilities will include planning and coordinating the summer aquatic program.

The Administrative Services Manager gave her staff report.  She recommended that the Recreation Director and Pool Manager positions be combined with a monthly wage of $1,000.  After discussion, Council member Bonta made a motion to accept the staff recommendation to reclassify the Recreation Director’s duties and responsibilities to oversee the City’s summer aquatic program with a monthly wage of $1,000.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Police Department

The Chief of Police stated that the Every Fifteen Minutes program would be working closely with the Fire Department.  He further stated that the Police Activities League (PAL) was working on Jr Shots Basketball Clinic, as well as a volleyball clinic.

b.   Public Works Director

The City Manager introduced Ben Hulse, Interim Public Works Director.  Mr. Hulse reported that the City Engineer was working with Morningstar on access issues; that he would be looking to resolve issues with the Vaz Hotel very soon; that the Borrelli Basin is undergoing some work on the tiles; that he would be working to close out three grants at the airport; and that he would be seeking funding for the Schmidt Park bathrooms.  He further relayed that some problem city trees were possibly interfering with sewer lines; that he would be looking at the budget and street CIP program; and finally that the Maintenance Supervisor was scheduled for surgery and will be on leave for three months.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Back Up Generator

The City Manager announced that County Supervisor Kelsey would be submitting $10,000 towards the City’s back up generator that needed replacement.

b.   Building Department Hours

When asked by the City Manager, Building Inspector Mike Brinkman announced that Precision Inspection will be cutting hours back to mornings every day but available by phone if an urgent matter arises.

c.   Oak Tree

The City Manager announced that an oak tree near City Hall and the Water District might need to be removed.  An arborist had been contacted with hopes of saving the tree but the Water District would share the removal costs if the necessary.

d.   Schedule

The City Manager stated she would be out of the office February 27-29 to attend training with CSJVRMA.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral reported that the City Manager, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira and himself traveled with a contingency from One Voice to Sacramento to speak with legislators about needs of Gustine and Central Valley.  Council member Amaral asked the Police Chief the date of the next traffic safety committee and the Police Chief stated it was still pending.  When asked, the City Manager said that street projects will begin again soon with the weather changing and that staff was still working on obtaining quotes for a public address system. 

b.   Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta apologized for being late, stating he was at a VFW meeting where he did a presentation.  He would like launch a project that would fund raise enough money to send local World War II veterans back to Washington to visit the war memorial. 

c.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia asked the City Manager questions related to the park at Borrelli Ranch.  The City Manager stated that between staffing shortages and bad weather the parks had fallen behind but staff was working to catch up.

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira provided further details on the One Voice meetings in Sacramento, stating that the group met with several legislators, aids, and education leaders.  He indicated that state budget cut backs are creating gridlock in Sacramento.  Among items discussed were Proposition 44 transportation funds and prevailing wages in the Central Valley.  

13.  Closed Session

None

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira adjourned the meeting at 8:24 P.M.

________________________________

Deputy City Clerk













