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February 17, 2009

MINUTES

OF

FEBRUARY 17, 2009

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford_X_
Joe Oliveira_X_

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__,  Bart Garcia__X__, Lynn Schultz__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Police Chief Richard Calderon, Fire Chief Patrick Borrelli, City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Public Works Director Ernie Garza, Assistant Recreation Director Mark Wortman, and EMS Facilities Manager Gary Davenport.

4. Presentations

a.  Proclamation of the Mayor:  2010 U.S. Census Partner Proclamation

The Mayor read a proclamation stating that the City of Gustine is committed to partnering with the US Census Bureau to help ensure a full and accurate count in the 2010 Census.

5. Oral Communications 

a.   Rick Nagle, Gustine resident, asked if roll call had been taken and whether the staff table would have a microphone.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Regular Meeting of February 3, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Minutes of Special Meeting of February 3, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

c.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

d.   Monthly EMS Report

Recommendation: Review and file..

e.   Future Farmers of America Tractor Parade

Recommendation:  Approve request by the Gustine Future Farmers of America for approval of street closures, traffic control and related services for their annual Tractor Parade to be held on Friday, February 27, 2009, commencing at approximately 3:00 p.m.
f.   Treasurer’s Report – December, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file

Council member Schultz asked to remove warrants 30251, 30255, and 30290.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira then asked to remove item (d) Monthly EMS Report.

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 5-0.

After discussion, Council member Schultz made a motion to approve warrants 30251, 30255, and 30290.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 5-0.

After questions of staff, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve item (d) Monthly EMS Report.  Seconded by Council member Garcia. Motion carried 5-0.

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Public Hearing Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP)

Recommendation:  Conduct public hearing to receive public comments on opportunities for Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) funding.
The City Clerk gave a staff report.  Mayor Ford opened the public hearing.  Kris Nagle, Gustine resident, asked whether the plan would be a loan to homebuyers. Mayor Ford closed the public hearing.  

The City Council discussed various options on the creation of a plan that would utilize the Neighborhood Stabilization Program funding.  Council member Garcia made a motion to pursue options 1 and 2 from the staff report in the development of a plan.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Note:  Options 1 & 2 from the staff report are:

“NSP funding may be used for the following activities:

1. Establish financing mechanisms for the purchase and redevelopment of foreclosed homes and residential properties, including such mechanisms as soft-seconds, loan loss reserves, and shared-equity loans for low- and moderate-income homebuyers;

2. Purchase and rehabilitate homes and residential properties that have been abandoned or foreclosed upon, in order to sell, rent, or redevelop such homes and properties;”

b.   Discussion of Potential New Fees

Recommendation:  Review and discuss potential fees and direct staff to return for public hearing and adoption of a resolution.

The City Clerk indicated that the next three items were for discussion only and staff direction with regard to fees.  Once direction was received, staff would return with proposed fees for public hearing.

i.  FEE FOR AIRPORT HANGAR Waiting List APPLICANTS
Recommendation:  Consider an annual fee for applicants of the airport hangar waiting list.

The City Clerk gave a staff report.  After discussion, the City Council directed staff to bring back a recommended fee of $50.00 for three years along with the appropriate amendments to the hangar waiting list policy.

ii.  FEES FOR POLICE SERVICES AT SPECIAL EVENTS

Recommendation:  Consider fees for special events and specified special duty assignments

The Police Chief gave his staff report. After discussion, the City Council directed staff to proceed with staff recommendations on fees for police services.

iii.  FEES FOR CITY FACILITIES

Recommendation:  Consider assessing fees on different recreation programs and rentals of City properties

The Administrative Services Manager and the Assistant Recreation Director presented fees for city field usage and a proposed cleaning fee for renters of the Al Goman Center.  After discussion, the City Council gave staff direction to move forward with public hearing process on the recommended fees, while adding a fee for the tennis courts.

c.   Resolution Adopting an Employment Description for Planner Position

Recommendation:  Approve resolution adopting an Employment Description for a Planner Position

The City Manager gave her staff report.  After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the resolution adopting the employment description with amendments to add a part-time classification and a wage up to $35.00 per hour.   Seconded by Council member Garcia. Motion carried 5-0.  

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Recreation Department

The Assistant Recreation Director reported that line dancing classes were under way; that a skate trip was upcoming; that ballroom dance classes would begin in April and that plans were underway to host a homerun derby on July 5.

b.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager announced that the city’s auditors would be onsite next week and asked to interview two Council members.  

c.   Public Works

The Public Works Director gave details regarding upcoming spring clean up; relayed tha, at the City’s request, Caltrans had made some repairs to Highway 33; and reported that the railroad was not responding to requests to clean up their property.  

d.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief announced that EMS training would be completed next month; stated that no weather related incidents had occurred with the recent storms, relayed that training would take place at the airport with High School ROP students and announced that the department’s Boot Drive to benefit burn victims would take place February 28 to March 1.

e.   Police Department

The Police Chief detailed a meeting with the Soroptomists; reported on a multi-agency pursuit; announced he had joined the Gustine Lion’s Club; and reported on a rash of petty thefts. He further reported on ramifications of prison legislation; announced the receipt of a check from National Rifle Association for police range improvements; updated on the Diamond Food clean-up project and reported on a court opionion mandating police officer training.

11.  City Manager Reports

a. Police Dispatch

The City Manager announced that plans to pursue a joint dispatch with the City of Newman would not take place.  The City of Newman opted to remain with Stanislaus County due to costs. 

b.   Staff Reduction

The City Manager stated that the contract with the part-time airport facilitator had been terminated.

c.   Airport Commission   

The City Manager relayed that she would like the City Council to consider the conversion of the Airport Commission to an ad-hoc committee or a pilot’s association at an upcoming meeting.  With talks of budget cuts, she relayed that running the Airport Commission takes a great deal of staff time and this may be a way of cutting back.   

d.   Prevailing Wage

The City Council was advised of a meeting with the Department of Industrial Relations meeting where discussions of Central Valley prevailing wages were discussed.
12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Schultz

Council member Schultz gave details of a meeting with the San Joaquin Valley Forum regarding green planning; announced an upcoming League of California Cities Executive Meeting and asked about the status of the Self-Help project.

b.   Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral announced an upcoming meeting of the Downtown Revitalization Committee where the downtown painting project would be discussed.  He also announced the Hops and Bangars event and the Chamber of Commerce Dinner Dance.

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira gave details of his visit to Sacramento with the One Voice delegation.  Discussions with legislators and state staff included health care systems; requirements for raising taxes; septic testing and higher education. Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira relayed that meetings were successful despite the budget crisis and the next trip to Washington D.C. was especially important. 

e.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford announced an upcoming Industrial Park Committee; gave further detail on a League Congress meeting where discussions of the use of roundabouts took place; asked about the licensing of golf carts to travel on city streets; and updated on activities of the San Joaquin Valley Air District City Select Committee.  He also relayed that Congressman Cardoza would be sponsoring an emergency bill to suspend endangered species act to release water in drought times.  

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcel 063-180-023.  Negotiating Party: Mike Rasmussen; Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcels 063-070-006 and 063-070-007.  Negotiating Party: Anthony Avila Jr.; Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

The City Council met in closed session at 10:56 p.m.  There were no reports made out of closed session.

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 12:10 a.m., Wednesday, February 18, 2009.

________________________________
_______________________________

City Clerk
Mayor

.




























