MINUTES

OF

FEBRUARY 5, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency of the City of Gustine was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford _X_
Joe Oliveira_X_

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral X James Bonta_X_, Bart Garcia_X_
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Tom Ebersole, Fire Chief Pat Borrelli, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Chief of Police Kris Anderson, Recreation Director Lori Amarante and Assistant Recreation Director Mark Wortman.

4. Presentations

a.   Administer Oath of Office to New Police Officers:

Anna Burns, Christopher Brooks King and Brett Nelson

The Police Chief introduced and administered the Oath of Office to Officers Burns, King, and Nelson.  
b.   Introduction of Mark Wortman, Recreation Department

The Recreation Director introduced Mark Wortman and welcomed him to the department.

The City Council and City Manager expressed congratulations to the new recruits.

5. Oral Communications 

Self-Help Project at Borrelli Ranch

The following residents addressed the City Council regarding the Self-Help Project at Borrelli Ranch and other concerns in the subdivision:  Rick Smith, 224 Via Barbera; Charles Polam, 1608 Via Basilicata; Martha Vega, 217 Via Barbera; Rick and Kris Nagle, 404 Jensen Road; Lisa Vea, 68 Via Borrelli; Cesar Calderon, 1632 Via Milano; Mike Rasmussen of Newman; Hector Lopez, 75 Via Jodi; Lorena Flores, 1581 Via Compana; and Mario Martinez, 1674 Fentem Road.

Residents stated that a low-income housing project in the neighborhood would cause a decrease in property values and have adverse effects on the neighborhood.  Residents expressed concern that Self-Help placed no regulations on its homeowners to maintain their homes long-term.  The City Council was asked how the project was approved and whether a homeowner’s association could be started.

Several statements were made expressing dissatisfaction with Ranchwood Contractors including deception about how the development would be built out, the size of the park, and building problems such as falling roof tiles, mold issues and an illegally placed fence. 

The residents also complained about a need for more police presence with drivers exceeding speed limits on Fentem Road; motorcycles racing through open fields and out into the streets; and noisy neighbors at night.  Other problems cited were overgrown grass in the park, a downed tree, inconsistent street sweeping, and hazardous conditions on some of the lots where foundations have been poured.

The Police Chief encouraged residents to call the non-emergency dispatch line (854-1010) when problems are witnessed.  He further requested detailed correspondence regarding traffic issues that could be submitted to the Traffic Safety Committee for review and action.

The City Manager stated that she would address issues regarding the park and street sweeping.  She also encouraged residents to call City Hall when services are inconsistent.

The City Attorney relayed that problems between Ranchwood and residents are beyond the City’s authority.  He explained that the City had a development agreement with Ranchwood Contractors and that Ranchwood could assign properties to another party.  The City would, however, work to ensure the development agreement requirements are adhered to.  When asked by the Mayor, the City Attorney agreed to prepare a statement to address all the questions proposed by residents.  

Mayor Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira and Council member Amaral indicated that they understood the frustration of residents and that it is not ideal for a Self-Help project to be located in an existing subdivision.  Residents have a reasonable expectation that a subdivision will be built out to the standards to which it started.  They further relayed that the city will hold Self-Help to any requirements within its power to ensure the project is done right.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None
CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes, Regular Meeting of January 15, 2008

Recommendation:  Approval of Minutes as presented.

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Minutes of Special Meeting of January 23, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file.

d.   Results of Goals & Visioning Workshop of January 7, 2008 

Recommendation:  Review and file

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Motion carried 5-0.  

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.  Refuse Collection Services and Rates

Recommendation:  

1. Review refuse service options with Gilton Solid Waste Management

2. Discuss City and resident refuse collection rates.

3. Approve Resolution Setting A Public Hearing Date of April 15, 2008 to Consider Increases in Refuse Fees.

The City Manager gave her staff report indicating that increases in refuse collection costs to the City have not been passed on to the residents since 2002.  Dennis Schuller of Gilton Solid Waste gave a presentation to the City Council explaining the existing services provided by Gilton Solid Waste Management and costs for those services.  He further detailed additional services the company could provide. Robert Pritchard, Controller and Richard Gilton, President and General Manager of Gilton Solid Waste were also available for comment.  

After discussion, staff was given direction.  Council member Bonta then made a motion to pursue a rate increase as presented by Gilton where the City assumes the cost of the street sweeping.  Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira.  Motion carried 5-0.

Council member Bonta then made a motion to introduce a resolution setting a public hearing date of April 15, 2008 to consider increases in refuse fees.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Resolution passed with the following vote:

Ayes:  Mayor Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira, Council members Amaral, Bonta, Garcia

b.   City Information Technology Services

Recommendation:  Review City’s information technology needs and select a vendor

The City Manager gave her staff report citing that three companies were solicited for quotes to meet the City’s information technology needs.  After discussion, staff was directed to change the proposed contract to allow for payment after services rendered.  Staff was also asked to clarify the number of hours per month.  Council member Bonta made a motion to authorize the City Manager to sign a contract, as amended with DataPath for information technology services.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 5-0.

c.   Request For TV/DVD for Proposed Youth Center
Recommendation:  Authorize the purchase of a TV and DVD player for a new youth center.   

The Recreation Director gave her staff report.  After discussion the Council gave direction and asked that the item be returned for review in the future.

d.   Rules of Order for The Gustine City Council, Boards And Commissions

Recommendation: Adopt Resolution - Establishing Rules of Order for the Gustine City Council, Boards, And Commissions

The Deputy City Clerk gave her staff report.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the Resolution establishing rules of order for Gustine City Council, Boards, and Commissions.  Seconded by Council member Bonta.  Resolution passed by the following vote: 

Ayes:  Mayor Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira, Council members Amaral, Bonta, Garcia

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Recreation Department

The Recreation Director reported that the ice skating trip to Stockton in early January was a great success.

b.   Police Department

The Police Chief reported that in the past week the Department responded to a juvenile abduction call, which resulted as a false alarm and that a DUI saturation station was setup.  He reported that several investigations are ongoing including a robbery at the recycle center, an identity theft case, and a car-jacking/robbery.  

c.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief gave details on public safety personnel dispatched from other agencies who assisted in the recent fire on Olsen Drive.  He also reported that a boot drive over the weekend raised $8,329 for burn victims.  

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Water Tower

The City Manager reported that the pump on the water tower was experiencing signal interference and requiring extra monitoring until the problem is resolved.

b.   Management Team

The City Council was advised that the management team including consultants had very successful team building meetings recently. 

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral asked how often the Traffic Safety Committee meets and the Police Chief indicated the meetings were complaint driven.  Council member Amaral asked that speeds and truck use on North Avenue be addressed.  He also asked the City Manager to report back with quotes on a public address system for the Council Chambers.  He further announced that Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira, City Manager Silveira and himself would be meeting in Sacramento with the One Voice contingency.

b.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia noted that the Drainage District was running pumps to lower the water table.  He also reported that he had attended a meeting with residents of Gustine, Newman and Crows Landing to discuss the West Park project.

c.   Council member Bonta

Council member Bonta stated that with the recent high-speed chase and a helicopter circling town, the reverse 911 would have been helpful.  He also stated that the Westside Healthcare Taskforce meeting would take place on Thursday, February 7, 2008.  He also asked staff to check into steam cleaning the sidewalks downtown as had been done in the past. 

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira said that the WestPark meeting was well attended by Gustine residents but left him with more questions than answers on impacts to the City of Gustine.

e.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford asked staff to check into the black top projects on Third and on Sycamore to ensure that contractors fix cracking which should be under warranty.

13.  Closed Session

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 10:16 p.m.

_______________________

Deputy City Clerk













