MINUTES

OF

FEBRUARY 3, 2009

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by Council member Garcia who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford absent
Joe Oliveira absent

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__,  Bart Garcia__X__, Lynn Schultz__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Police Chief Richard Calderon, Fire Chief Patrick Borrelli, City Clerk Kelly Buendia, and Public Works Director Ernie Garza.

Note:  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira was absent due to a family emergency.

4. Presentations

a.   Acknowledgement of Sergeant Jim Hamera
The Police Chief acknowledged Sergeant Jim Hamera on his recent promotion to Police Sergeant while Sergeant Hamera’s family assisted with the pinning of his badge and collar pins.

b.   Introduction of Officer Anthony Palleschi

The Police Chief introduced the city’s newest full-time officer, Officer Anthony Palleschi, while Officer Palleschi’s family pinned his badge.

5. Oral Communications 

a.   Jess Rodriguez, U.S. Department of Commerce Census Bureau, announced that the 2010 Census was underway and that staff would be working to ensure an accurate count so that the City of Gustine receives the proper amount of funds that are derived from the count.

b.   Dieter Poetsch, Gustine resident, asked that the City take action on the pile of rubble and debris located next to Diamond Food Center as the result of a fire last fall.  Staff indicated they would follow-up.

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Meeting of January 20, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Employment Agreement with Kelly Buendia for the Position of City Clerk

Recommendation:  Approve employment agreement with Kelly Buendia for the position of City Clerk

d.  Treasurer’s Report – November, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file.

Council member Amaral made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 3-0 (2 absent).

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Update on Firing Range Improvements and Plans for Range Activities

Recommendation:  Receive an update on Firing Range Improvements and Plans for Range Activities 
The Police Chief gave a staff report.  Staff was directed to bring back a resolution to accept a grant for range activities and improvements.

b.   Resolution Authorizing Installation of a Loading Zone at Gustine Pentecost Society Hall
Recommendation:  Approve Resolution Authorizing Installation of a Loading Zone, Appropriate Traffic Signage and Markings, Elimination of Six Existing Parking Spaces and Installation of a Driveway Encroachment on the Northeast Corner of 6th St. and Third Avenue

The Police Chief gave a staff report.  After discussion Council member Amaral made a motion to waive the reading and approve the Resolution Authorizing the Installation of a Loading Zone, Appropriate Traffic Signage and Markings, Elimination of Six Existing Parking Spaces and Installation of a Driveway Encroachment on the Northeast Corner of 6th St. and Third Avenue.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 3-0 (2 absent).

c.   Notice of Completion and Release of Retention for 2008 Street Repairs Project
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to file the Notice of Completion and release retention funds in the amount of $24,799.01 thirty five (35) days after the recordation of the Notice of Completion. 

The Public Works Director gave a staff report.  After discussion Council member Amaral made a motion to Authorize the City Manager to file the Notice of Completion and release retention funds in the amount of $24,799.01 thirty five (35) days after the recordation of the Notice of Completion.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Motion carried 3-0 (2 absent).
d.   Airport and Planning Commission Vacant and Expired Seat

Recommendation: Accept the recommendation of the interview panel to seat three Airport Commissioners and two Planning Commissioners  

The City Clerk gave a staff report.  After discussion, Council member Schultz made a motion to reappoint Planning Commissioner Bill Martens.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 3-0 (2 absent).

Council member Schultz then made a motion to reappoint Airport Commissioner Steve Gulko.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 3-0 (2 absent).

Staff was directed to set a special meeting to interview the remaining applicants.

10.  City Department Reports

a.   City Clerk Department

The City Clerk announced that the city received $1,000 donation from Uber Content, Mazda commercial producers.  She continued to update on the Neighborhhood Stabilization Program including potential funds available, an upcoming public hearing and a memorandum of understand needed to file a joint application.

b.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager announced that new auditors had been onsite and were very thorough.  She further updated on the city’s new employee health insurance, activities and challenges of Gustine Youth Baseball, updated on the outcome of the Finance Committee’s mid-term budget review and answered questions about garbage pick-up schedules.

c   Fire Department 

The Fire Chief reported on several dumpster fires, EMS training, participation in Our Lady of Miracles School career day, and a potential communications grant. He also stated that the volunteer chiefs assocation met and elected him president; that he was working on a new joint powers agreement with the county; and that the department bylaws were under review by the City Attorney. 

d   Public Works Department

The Public Works Director reported on railroad property weed abatement, on discussions surrounding projects funded by stimulus funds, on an enforcement letter received from the Department of Health Services and on requests placed with Cal-Trans for repairs to Fourth Street. He also reported that water levels seemed to be stable despite drought conditions.  

e.   Police Department

The Police Chief reported that vandalism and burglaries had increased lately; reported on meetings with the Office of Emergency Services to discuss inter-county communications; and relayed that discussions had taken place on a potential communications center with the Cities of Newman and Dos Palos.  

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Meeting with County Fire

The City Manager stated that the recent meeting with County Fire was very productive and the City was looking at ways to save some money in the new contract.

b.   State Offices Closed

The City Council was advised that several state departments had given notice that offices would be closed every other Friday.

c.   City Manager’s Conference

The City Manager announced she would be attending the League of California Cities  City Manager’s Conference where the economy would be discussed.
d.   Diamond Foods

The City Manager re-iterated that she would follow up on the need for a security fence and abatement of fire debris at Diamond Food Center.

12.  City Council Reports

a.  Council member Schultz

Council member Schultz asked about staff correspondence with the City Council and asked about the brush pick-up program.

b.  Council member Amaral

Council member Amaral relayed that he would be available as an alternate to attend One Voice meetings in Sacramento Februay 11-12. 

c.  Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia stated that Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira wished to relay that the State Controller had announced that income tax refund checks would be issued in phases because of the state’s financial crisis.

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcel 063-180-023.  Negotiating Party: Mike Rasmussen; Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcels 063-070-006 and 063-070-007.  Negotiating Party: Anthony Avila Jr.; Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

The City Council did not meet in closed session.

14.  Adjournment

Council member Amaral moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Council member Schultz.  Council member Garcia adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.

________________________________

City Clerk




























