MINUTES

OF

APRIL 7, 2009

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 
Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford_X_
Joe Oliveira_X_

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral absent,  Bart Garcia__X__, Lynn Schultz__X__
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Police Chief Richard Calderon, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Fire Chief Patrick Borrelli, City Clerk Kelly Buendia, Public Works Director Ernie Garza.

4. Presentations

a. Presentation to Steve Buendia and Manuel Alves, Volunteer Carpenters

The Mayor presented Steve Buendia with certificates and expressed gratitude for the volunteer work in building shelves in the City’s storage facility.

b. Presentation to Bart Garcia, 2008 Gustine Fire Fighter of the Year

The Mayor presented Council member Bart Garcia with a certificate honoring him for being named Gustine Fire Fighter of the Year.

5. Oral Communications 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None

CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes of Meeting of March 17, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Minutes of Special Meeting of March 17, 2009

Recommendation:  Review and approve

d.   West Side Auto Club ‘Linguica Run’ Facilities Request 

Recommendation: Approve the request from West Side Auto Club to close Second Avenue between West Avenue and Sixth Street, and Sixth Street between Second Avenue and Third Avenue.  Refer to Exhibit 2 for barricade placement.  West Side Auto Club further requests the City of Gustine allow the installation of a temporary curb ramp as outlined in the attached letter. 

e.  Declaration Of Surplus Property

Recommendation:  That the City Council declare the indicated property as surplus and authorize Staff to sell, auction off, or destroy property.   

Councilmember Schultz asked to remove warrant 30430 for separate consideration. He further stated he would abstain from vote on warrant 30456.

After discussion of warrant 30430, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar as presented.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent), with Councilmember Schultz abstaining from vote on warrant 30456.

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

a.   Resolution Accepting Grant funds from the National Rifle Association in the Amount of $8,609.00

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution Accepting the Grant Offer of the National Rifle Association

The Police Chief gave a staff report.  The City Council was presented with a check for $8609 from the National Rifle Association for improvements to the firing range.  Council member Garcia then made a motion to adopt the resolution accepting the grant offer of the National Rifle Association.  Seconded by Council member Oliveira.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

b.   Water Conservation Measures

Recommendation:  That the City Council discuss and consider water conservation options presented by staff.

The Public Works Director gave his staff report.  After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the proposed program, deleting item 6 dealing with violations and treating the program as voluntary.  Seconded by Councilmember Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Director gave an update on Y-Lead, updating on enrollment, hiring, donations, and fundraisers.  The City Manager added that Sergeant Hamera would be working with Y-Lead Advisor Stephanie Gomes on a grant for the Y-Lead program.

b.   Public Works

The Public Works Director reported on the annual Spring Clean-Up and E-waste pickup. He further stated that staff was working with MCAG to assess streets and load data to create a multi-year plan.

c.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief updated the Council on five new fire engines procurred by the County, indicating one may be placed in Gustine.  He went on to thank those who attended the Fire Fighter of the Year banquet and reported that hose testing had taken place. 

d. Police Department

The Police Chief acknowledged Sergeant Inaudi for preparation of several grant applications, reported on arrests including the recovery of two truck loads of stolen property from twelve burlglaries; stated that the Traffic Safety Committee would be meeting soon; and encouraged citizens to call the police so that a proper response could take place.

The Police Chief went on to report that Officer Hamera was nominated Officer of the Year for Gustine.  A presentation would take place in Merced.  The Police Chief concluded with a request that the Mayor close the meeting with a moment of silence in honor of several people murdered including four police officers in Oakland, three police officers in Pittsburgh, fourteen community members in the state of New York, and eight-year old Sandra Cantu of Tracy.

e. City Clerk Department

The City Clerk reported on the hiring of a new part-time Planner and subsequent activity in the Planning Department; reported that translator head-sets had been obtained for the upcoming Community Meeting; and reported that invitations had been sent for the City County Dinner.  
11.  City Manager Reports

The City Manager relayed that guest comedian for the City County Dinner had volunteered his time; stated that the City Engineer Mario Gouveia had volunteered his time to sit on the Traffic Safety Committee; and indicated that the Fire Fighter of the Year banquet was a great event and congratulated Council member Garcia. 

The City Manager thanked the Administrative Services Manager for extra efforts with the Y-Lead program; thanked the City Clerk for spearheading the storage garage project and finally invited the community to the upcoming community budget workshop where participants would use clicker technology to vote on questions for instant polling results.

12.  City Council Reports

a. Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia thanked the community for the Fire Fighter of the Year Award and acknowledged his son for participation in the ROP Public Safety class.

b.   Council member Schultz

Council member Schultz reported on CCID meeting attended; relayed that he would be attending the Legislative Action Days in Sacramento with the League of California Cities; asked for an update on the City’s recent audit; asked for an update on the proposed freeze on hiring and wage increases and finally, reminded everyone about the upcoming Lion’s Club Easter Egg Hunt.

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira 

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira reported on the One Voice Delegation’s trip to Washington DC.  With over 30 meetings scheduled, topics discussed included foreclosure issues; the Los Banos by-pass; water scarcity; healthcare; and education.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira stated that talks with staff from Congressman Cardoza and Senator Feinstein’s offices were very productive.

e.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford reported on actions taken at the last meeting of the City Select committee for the San Joaquin Valley Air Board.  He went on to comment on a letter received from Congressman Cardoza regarding water shortages and the designation of the valley as an economic disaster area in order to receive funding in the area.

13.  Closed Session

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  Parcels 063-070-006 and 063-070-007.  Negotiating Party: Anthony Avila Jr.; Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.  Purchase of Property:  750 East Avenue.  Negotiating Party: Tom Homen. Agency Negotiator: City Manager; Under Negotiation: Price and terms.

Prior to closing the open session the Mayor observed a moment of silence on behalf of the murder victims mentioned by the Police Chief.  The City Council met in closed session at 8:28 p.m.

The City Manager reported out of closed session that staff was directed to pursue negotiations.

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m.

__________________________________


City Clerk




























