MINUTES 

OF

APRIL 1, 2008

1. Call to Order 

The joint meeting of the City Council and Redevelopment Agency was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Ford who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call


Mayor / Chair 

Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chair

Rich Ford _X   
Joe Oliveira__X__

Council members/ Board Members:  

Frank Amaral__X__, James Bonta absent, Bart Garcia_X___
Staff Present:  City Manager Margaret Silveira, City Attorney Thomas Ebersole, Acting Police Chief Devon Stavrowsky, Administrative Services Manager Roberta Casteel, Recreation Director Lori Amarante, Assistant Recreation Director Mark Wortman and Deputy City Clerk Kelly Buendia. 

4. Presentations

a.   Administer Oath of Office to New Police Officer – Anthony Poleschi

Acting Police Chief Stavrowsky administered the Oath of Office to new Reserve Police Officer Anthony Poleschi.  The City Council congratulated Officer Poleschi.

b. Presentation by Steven Qualls, League of California Cities

Steven Qualls, Regional Public Affairs Manager-Central Valley Division introduced himself to the City Council.  Mr. Qualls updated the City Council on various state  budget cuts likely to take place and encouraged the City Council to participate in Legislative Action Days in Sacramento. 

5. Oral Communications 

None

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BUSINESS

6. Redevelopment Agency Consent Calendar

None

7.  Redevelopment Agency Administrative Agenda

None
CITY OF GUSTINE BUSINESS

8.  City of Gustine Consent Calendar

All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be approved by one action of the City Council, unless any member of the City Council wishes to remove an item for separate consideration.

a.   Minutes, Meeting of March 18, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and approve

b.   Warrants

Recommendation:  Approval of Warrants as listed.

c.   Minutes of Budget Workshop of March 3, 2008

Recommendation:  Review and file

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent).  

9.  City of Gustine Administrative Agenda

Mayor Ford stated that an urgency item had come before the City Council. Although the public hearing was noticed, it was omitted from the agenda, and the corresponding application was due the next day.  Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to add the item.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1 absent)  Mayor Ford announced that the item would be 9 (f). 

a.  Canine Purchase Contract and Canine Demonstration

Recommendation:  Authorize the City of Gustine to enter into a Canine Purchase Contract for one canine (Meeka) with Police Department employee and canine handler Officer Ricky Stice.

The Mayor announced that this item would be pulled.  Canine handler, Officer Stice was unable to attend the meeting.
b.   Water Rates

Recommendation:  That the City Council approve a multi-year rate increase for water service, set an annual percentage increase following the three year adjustment, set storm drain fee, and approve Resolution 2008-2063 setting a public hearing date. 

The City Manager gave a staff report regarding proposed rates.  Craig Hill of Northcross, Hill and Ach was available for questions.   The City Council discussed the staff report and draft public hearing notice.  Council member Amaral made a motion to approve the proposed water schedule through June 2011; to increase the refuse rates as proposed on July 1, 2008 but with an additional increase on July 1, 2009 to reflect the actual costs to the City and, finally, to approve annual increases to match the CPI or 5%, whichever is less.  Seconded by Garcia.  Motion carried 4-0 (1absent.)  

Council member Garcia made a motion to approve Resolution 2008-2063.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Resolution 2008-2063 was adopted 4-0 (1 absent) by the following vote:

Ayes:  Mayor Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira, Council members Amaral and Garcia

Absent:  Council member Bonta

c.   Insurance Plans for Gustine Volunteer Fire Department Personnel

Recommendation:  Approve Plan 2 from “Plans of Insurance for the Gustine Volunteer Fire Department” dated April 26, 2008.

Mayor Ford and Council member Garcia both stated that they had potential conflicts of interest on this agenda item and both left the room.  The City Attorney explained that if both Council members abstain from discussion and vote, there would be less than a quorum. For this reason a name draw would occur to see which would participate.  Council member Garcia’s name was drawn.  Upon return, the City Attorney asked that Council member Garcia refrain from discussion but vote at the appropriate time.

The Fire Chief gave his staff report regarding insurance benefits for Fire Department personnel.  Gary Rico from Rico, Pfitzer, and Pires Insurance Agency detailed the options with different coverage and associated costs.

After discussion, Council member Amaral made a motion to approve Plan 2 as detailed in the agenda packet with the three-year option.  Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Motion carried 3-0 (1 absent, 1 abstained).

d.   Field Usage Policies and Procedures

Recommendation:  Adopt a Resolution Adopting Field Usage Polices and Procedures
The Recreation Director gave her staff report regarding field usage and the proposed policy.  After discussion, staff was directed to make modifications and bring the item back. 

e.   Police Lieutenant Job Description

Recommendation:  Adopt Resolution adopting a police lieutenant employment description. 

The City Manager gave a staff report regarding the need to have a job description on file so that an Interim Police Lieutenant could be appointed until a new police chief is hired.  After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve Resolution 2008-2064.  Seconded by Council member Amaral.  Resolution 2008-2064 was adopted by the following vote:

Ayes:  Mayor Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira, Council members Amaral and Garcia

Absent:  Council member Bonta

f. Public Hearing and Resolution Approving CDBG Block Grant

Recommendation:  Conduct a public hearing and adopt resolution  

The City Manager gave her staff report.  Anna Fuentes from MCAG (Merced County Association of Governments) was available for questions and gave details of the first time home-buyers assistance programs and the housing rehabilitation programs that would be funded with the CDBG monies.

Public Hearing:  Mayor Ford opened the public hearing.  No public testimony was offered.  Mayor Ford closed the public hearing.

After discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira made a motion to approve:

A Resolution Approving Submittal of an Application to the State Community Development Block Grant (CDGB) Program; Committing Local Leverage; Authorizing the City Manager to Execute the Grant Agreement and Act on the City’s Behalf for Matters Pertaining to this Application; and Approving the Program Guidelines, Relocation Assistance Plan, and Program Income Reuse Plan.

Seconded by Council member Garcia.  Resolution 2008-2065 was adopted by the following vote:

Ayes:  Mayor Ford, Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira, Council members Amaral and Garcia

Absent:  Council member Bonta

10.  City Department Reports

a.   Administrative Services

The Administrative Services Manager gave an update on the Y-Lead program; announced that online utility payments should be functional within the week and that representatives from the city’s financial software company were scheduled for onsite training and meetings.

b.   Recreation Department

The Recreation Director reported on the success of fishing classes; announced sign-ups for the next class; relayed that she would be attending food preparation classes and meetings regarding a potential tennis program.  The Assistant Director gave an update on the men’s softball program.

c.   Fire Department

The Fire Chief updated the City Council on progress on the department’s bylaws; gave a report on the success of the Every Fifteen Minutes Program, and reminded the City Council about the Fire Fighter of the Year event in Merced on April 2.  He also gave an update on calls for the month and weed abatement efforts.

d.   Police Department

The Acting Police Chief commented that he was impressed with the Every Fifteen Minutes program; reported on recent calls and arrests, reported on a Highway detour to take place; and gave an update on staff training, and commendations.  He further reported on the status of mobile computers and the re-banding project.

11.  City Manager Reports

a.   Public Address System

The City Manager reported that staff had been assigned to obtain bids for a public address system and she would report back at the next meeting.

b.   Council Correspondence

The City Manager relayed that the City Council had received thank you cards from the West Side Theatre Foundation for supporting their efforts to obtain the radio frequency and from the Chamber of Commerce for participation in the annual dinner dance.

d.   League of California Cities Legislative Action Days

The City Manager announced that Legislative Action Days would take place on April 16th and 17th in Sacramento and was a good opportunity to meet with legislators and voice opinions on upcoming legislation.

12.  City Council Reports

a.   Council member Garcia

Council member Garcia commended the Acting Police Chief on keeping the reserve program active; reported some graffiti around town, offered best wishes to the Interim Public Works Director out on medical leave, and commended Police and Fire staff for participation in the Every Fifteen Minutes program.  The Acting Police Chief responded on efforts that have already taken place to abate graffiti and gang activity.

b.   Council member Amaral
Council member Amaral reported Downtown Revitalization Committee activities, including painting, potted plants, the next scheduled meeting and the Chamber of Commerce’s role in some of these activities.

d.   Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira

Mayor Pro Tem Oliveira asked staff to set up a school board subcommittee meeting.  He further updated the City Council on the MCAG governing board meeting, activity with the LAFCO board, and the first meeting of the County Congress.  Staff was also directed to accept April 28 as a potential date for the City County dinner and the next County Congress meeting.  He further thanked the City Manager for attending the meeting despite medical issues; asked staff the status of the youth center, and suggested placing the West Park project at Crows Landing on an upcoming agenda.

e.   Mayor Ford

Mayor Ford proposed re-establishing the Recreation Commission in the near future; asked staff for an update on the Agricultural Zone policy; and suggested meeting to develop an annexation strategy.  

13.  Closed Session

14.  Adjournment

Mayor Ford adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m.

_____________________________________

Deputy City Clerk













